
 

 

Guideline : Air Law & Regulations 

1. Related Laws 

1.1 Core Law: The Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497 

In Section 4. In the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497, “Aircraft” includes all machines 
that derive support in the atmosphere from the reaction of the air except for objects 
which are exempted under the Ministerial Regulations. The exception is related to 
Announcement of Ministry of Transport on article “the Object is not the aircraft A.D. 2005”. 
This article specifies that which object is not be the aircraft 1) kite 2) Balloon which not 
has the volume more than 1 cubic. 3) Radio Control Aircraft (small toy airplane) 
 

"Remotely-piloted aircraft system" means A set of configurable elements 
consisting of a remotely-piloted aircraft, its associated remote pilot station(s), the required 
command and control links and any other system elements as may be required, at any 
point during flight operation. It could be small or big one which we call them “Drone”, if 
that aircraft is unmanned and control the aircraft from external. 
 

However, the exception of radio control aircraft (small toy air plane) will not be 
enforcement by the law, the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497, exceptional. 
 

In Section 24 of the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497 says “No person shall control or 
release a pilotless Aircraft munitions of war under the law on controlling munitions of war 
unless written permission has been obtained from the Minister and the conditions 
specified by Minister are complied with. 
 

The Section 24 of the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497 is the main law for unmanned 
aircraft or Drone. The section 24 controls all unmanned aircraft or Drone for flying. If any 
of drone need to fly, it must be approved or get permission for the flight by ministry of 



transport first and must be operate under the condition that has been approved by 
ministry of transport. However, if all the drones in the nation need to get permission from 
the ministry in every case it would be weird for the operation. Therefore, for easier, flying 
drone in Thailand, there is an “Announcement of the Ministry of Transport on Rule to 
Apply for Permission and Conditions to Control and Launch Unmanned Aircraft in the 
Category of Remotely Piloted Aircraft B.E. 2558 (A.D. 2015).”. By the announcement of the 
ministry say that if the controller or the pilots could operation under the conditions that 
have been given, it means they will get the permission for flying. 

 
1.2 The Announcement of the Ministry of Transport on Rule to Apply for Permission 
and Conditions to Control and Launch Unmanned Aircraft in the Category of 
Remotely Piloted Aircraft B.E. 2558 (A.D. 2015)  

It is another step-down law under The Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497 and it is 
important law for details and enforcement for unmanned aircraft or drone which has the 
details as down below: 
 

 
 



In Article 7 The person who controls or launches the Unmanned Aircraft under article  

6 shall have the following qualifications and characteristics- 

 (1) being at least 20 years of age; 

 (2) must not a threat to national security; and 

 (3) never been sentenced by the final judgment to imprisonment for an offense under 

          the law on narcotics or customs. 

“Article 6 The Minister of Transport will grant permission to control or launch  

the Unmanned Aircraft which weight of more than 2 kg but not exceeding 25 kg and is used 

for hobby, entertainment or sport as stated in article 4 (1) (b) if the person who controls 

or launches the Unmanned Aircraft has qualifications and characteristics pursuant to article 

7 and has been registered pursuant to article 8. In order that, the person who controls or 

launches the Unmanned Aircraft must comply with the conditions as prescribed in  

article 9.” 

*For the Unmanned Aircraft which weight not exceeding 2 kg and is used for hobby, 

entertainment or sport the controller or the pilot must be over 18 year of age or must 

under parent control. 



 

For drone registration, it could be done online via www.caat.or.th/uav. The process will 

take around 15 working days, it will be counted the when all documents are completed. 

For the drone registration document will valid for 2 years since the day that have been 

approved. After expiration, need to reregistration again for the new one 

2. Before flight, 

(a) check that the Unmanned Aircraft and its Remotely-piloted aircraft system 

is in a good condition to fly; 

(b) get permission from the owner of the land to fly; 

(c) check the environment and airspace of the location to fly; 

(d) have an emergency plan including plan for accident, medical care and plan 

http://www.caat.or.th/uav


for problem solving in case of uncontrol the aircraft. 

(e) provide maintenance the Unmanned Aircraft according to manufacturer's manual 

(f) has knowledge and skills in control of the Unmanned Aircraft and its system; 

         (g) has knowledge and understanding in the rule of the air; 

(h) carry along with the certificate of registration or its copy all the time of the flight 

(i) carry along with a usable fire extinguisher all the times of the flight; and 

(j) has an insurance policy, which covers damages caused to the body, life and 

 properties of the third parties, and also the minimum sum insured is not less than one 

million Thai baht per time; 

 

3.  During flight, 

(a) must not fly in a way that may cause harm to the life, property and peace 

of others; 

(b) must not fly into restricted area, limited area and dangerous area announced in the 

Announcement of the Civil Aviation Authority Thailand regarding the designation of 

Restricted Areas, Prohibited Areas, and Danger Areas B.E. 2566 B.E. 2566 and also at 

government buildings and hospitals unless permission is given.; 

(c) take-off and landing area must not be obstructed by anything; 

(d) must keep the Unmanned Aircraft in line-of-sight at all times and not rely 

on the monitor or other devices; 

(e) must only fly between sunrise and sunset when the Unmanned 

Aircraft can clearly be seen;  



(f) must not fly in or near clouds; 

(g) must not fly within 9 km (5 nautical miles) from airport or temporary airfield 

unless having permission from the airport or airfields operators; 

(h) must not fly over 90 meters above the ground; 

(i) must not fly over cities, villages, communities or areas where people are gathered; 

(j) must not fly near other aircraft that have pilots; 

(k) must not violate the privacy rights of others; 

(I) must not cause a nuisance to others; 

(m) must not deliver or carry dangerous items or lasers on the Unmanned 

Aircraft; and 

(n) must not fly horizontally closer than 30 meters (100 feet) to people, vehicles, 

constructions or buildings 

(o) If there is any accident happen must be report to the Civil Aviation Authority 

immediately 

 

4. Penalty Provisions 

4.1 In the effect, the control or launch of unmanned aircraft shall be violating the virtue of 

section 24 and shall be punished under section 78 of the Air Navigation Act B.E. 2497, with 

imprisonment up to 1 year or a fine of up to 40,000 Baht, or both. 

4.2 Section 67/20. 128 Any person who has obtained permission under Section 15/27, 

Section 15/29, Section 24, Section 25, Section 53 paragraph two or Section 60 quinines 

paragraph three who violates or fails to comply with a condition prescribed in granting of 

the permission shall be liable to a fine not exceeding fifty thousand Baht. 



 

 

5. How to get the permission for flying unmanned aircraft or Drone in case of can not 

operate under normal condition such as 

• Flying in Restricted Area or Danger Area. 

• Flying in night time. (06.00 pm – 06.00 am) 

• Flying over 90 meters. 

• Flying over community.  

Requesting for the permission, attach all the documents and send it via uas_ur@caat.or.th. 

The documents for requesting as down below: 

 5.1 The letter for requesting the permission to CAAT. 

 5.2 Drone Pilot License from CAAT. 

mailto:uas_ur@caat.or.th


 5.3 Insurance with the coverage for the Third party at least 1 M THB for each time. 

 5.4 The letter of permission from the owner of the land to fly. 

5.5 The details of the flight such as area, flight plan, attitude, flight period, flight 

time, drone specifications, information of commanders. 

5.6 The Documents that show details of operation plan or operational procedure 

for safety reasons such as surveying and risk assessment before flight plan, 

operational procedures, the procedure for controlling external person who not 

involved. 
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